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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 


Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenues New York 1, N. Y. 





‘“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 








Delayed Vocations 


Women with delayed Vocations to Religious Life are invited 
to write to: The Directress 
P. O. Box 8219, Kersey Coates Station 
1015 Broadway, Kansas City, Mo. 





WANTED: A man experienced in firing boilers and steam- 
fitting maintenance. References required. Please address ap- 


plication to: Box 56, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
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Gesus, the Lover of Little Children 


The first step in the Christian training of children is to teach > 
them about Jesus, whose Divine Heart burns with love for innocent > 
souls, as yet untouched by any breath of sin. This training should 
commence from the very dawn of reason, and should continue through 
all the years of their mental and physical growth. Parents will 
; find this to be the surest safeguard of virtue and the strongest pre- Ps 
servative from sin and vice. 
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A Perennial Joy 
ot © et 9 


HE beautiful Christmas cycle has run its course.* 
The Christmas carols have long since died away; 
the shepherds have gone back to their flocks; 
the Wise Men have returned home; the crib 
has been dismantled and stored away. Nothing 
remains of Christmas but a haunting memory 
that leaves a painful void in our hearts. 

Christmas was so beautiful while it lasted! 
It brought out the best in human nature. The 
whole world seemed to wear a cheerful, optimis- 
tic smile. Men were united more closely in the bonds of the Father- 
hood of God and the brotherhood of man. But alas! Why is this 
Christmas spirit of brotherly love and peace so short-lived? Must it 
die each year with Christmas and wait until another Christmas to re- 
vive again? Is there no way of making Christmas joys perennial, of 
keeping them living and active all the time? We succeed in doing 
this with other things. Music, with all its charms, is preserved on 
records; thrilling dramas, overpowering operas, are reproduced in all 
their freshness; beautiful scenes, beloved faces, familiar gatherings, 
are captured by the camera and preserved to be enjoyed at will. Why, 
then, should these spiritual joys of Christmas be so elusive, fading 
from our view like the morning mist before the rising sun? 

Christ certainly wishes our Christmas joys to last, for in order 
to make them perennial, He has made a record of them,—a bloody, 
painful record, in which the principal events of His earthly life are 
reproduced for us in all their freshness and vitality. This record is 
the Mass, and that is what Christmas really means: Christ’s Mass. 
Did you ever stop to think that EVERY day is Christmas for the priest 
and the few faithful souls who consider it worth their while to come 
to Holy Mass on weekdays? 

There on the altar the great mystery of the Incarnation is re- 
presented to us in a most dramatic manner. Through the eyes of 
faith the church is changed into a lowly stable, the altar into a manger, 
the corporal into a bed of straw; and there on the corporal at the 
moment of the Consecration, the Son of God is born sacramentally 
in the hands of the priest just as really and truly as He was born of 
His Virgin-Mother on Christmas in Bethlehem two thousand years ago. 
Here, then, we have the secret of making Christmas joys perennial, 


*The Christmas season closes officially on February 2, Candlemas Day. 
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namely, by assisting with fervent devotion at Holy Mass as frequently 
as possible, and receiving Jesus into our hearts! 

One of the principal purposes of the holy season of Advent 
was to prepare our hearts for the rebirth of Christ in our lives; to 
inspire us to discard the ideas and practices of a pagan world, 
and to practice Christian virtues; to put off the works of dark- 
ness and to put on the Lord Jesus Christ. This same program is now 
placed before us in the season of Lent. Once we allow Christ to ac- 
complish His loving designs in us, once we begin to live that deeper, 
fuller, richer supernatural life made possible by Him, then we also 
can exclaim with St. Paul, “I live, now not I, but Christ lives in me.” 

Now, to participate in this rich supernatural life we must do our 
part. We must try to live with Christ, or rather, allow Him to live 
in us. Mary and Joseph made the joys of Christmas perennial by 
keeping Christ with them. They became entirely Christ-centered, en- 
tirely absorbed in His Divine life, performing all their actions in Him 
and for Him. Like ivy vines they entwined themselves securely 
around this Tree of Life, and drew from It superabundant nourishment 
for their souls. How well they understood and carried out the words 
of Christ recorded for us in the Gospel: “I am the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. He that follows Me walks not in darkness.” 


The shepherds, too, and the Wise Men made the joys of Christmas 
perennial. They kept close to Christ by following the light of faith. 
The shepherds returned to their flocks praising God and proclaiming 
the wonderful things they had heard and seen. The Wise Men, warned 
by an angel not to return to Herod, went back to their home by a 
different way. Guided now by the light of their new-found faith, im- 
- pelled by a mighty love of God to extend His kingdom, they became 
enthusiastic missionaries of Divine Truth. According to tradition 
they joyfully suffered martyrdom for Christ. 


As our principal role in the drama of life is to “double” for the 
God-Man, we must, in order to reproduce His life, study our Model 
carefully. Since we are to impersonate Christ, to think like Him, 
speak like Him, act like Him, we must become familiar with His in- 
most life, the actions of His Divine Heart and mind. This we can 
easily do by following Him step by step, and studying His life as 
it is dramatically unfolded before us during the Ecclesiastical Year. 
Here we have a fascinating drama and an authentic record of our 
Original, played for us day after day in the Church’s observance of 
her feasts and liturgical seasons. 


Following the beautiful season of Christmas which portrayed 
Christ’s Infant life, we catch a glimpse of His hidden life, in which 
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He prepares in silence and prayerful solitude for His public life. 
What an important reminder this is for us to anchor ourselves safely 
to the rock of God’s presence so as not to be caught up in the whirl- 
pool of activity and restless excitement, and so be drawn away from 
our supernatural goal. This disposition of spiritual retirement, this 
practice of prayerful solitude (even in the midst of demanding work 
and absorbing activity), is the first and most essential requirement 
for success in playing the part of Christ, in reproducing His life in 
our own. 

Christ’s blessed Mother, who was His closest imitator, led a 
hidden life, totally absorbed in the study and contemplation of the Son 
of God. As was said of her: “She kept all these things in her heart.” 
And since Mary, even in her external activity of wife and mother, 
never lost contact with the Living Source of Life and Beauty, she 
kept her soul above the distractions and allurements of the world, and 
thus could lead such a beautiful, Christ-like life. Let us imitate Mary 
in this regard, and lose ourselves more and more in the supernatural 
things around us. Let us close the windows and doors of our soul 
to the distractions and vain enticements of creatures, and devote our- 
selves wholeheartedly to the task we have set before us: to reproduce 
Christ within us, and thus to grow strong in love, and in the spirit 
of sacrifice, to accompany Him courageously on His Way of the Cross. 








They Understood the Value of the Mass! 


The former secretary of the municipal council of Munich, Mr. Joseph 
Hofmeier, who died recently in his 80th year, has a record of daily attendance 
at Holy Mass which few, if any, have equaled. For more than seventy-three 
years, he assisted at Holy Mass practically every day! Beginning this prac- 
tice at the age of six, he never missed the holy Sacrifice except when seriously 
ill. In his late years he had retired to a small village to live with his only 
daughter. The nearest church was an hour's walk away, but he braved severe 
winter weather as well as heavy rains in summer to walk to the church each 
morning. 

When his last day came and the village pastor had administered the Sac- 
rament of Extreme Unction, Mr. Hofmeier said: “Father, I am not afraid to 
die—now Our Lord is coming to take me into eternity, home forever!” 

Another remarkable record of attendance at Holy Mass is that of Mrs. 
Rosa Iocco of Savannah, New York. ‘The account we have was clipped 
from a paper in 1942, at which time Mrs. Iocco was 62 years old. Whether 
she is still alive, and has continued her wonderful practice we do not know, 
but at the time this article was written she had attended daily Mass for twenty 
years, walking a distance of five miles each way—totaling a distance of 
73,000 miles (almost three times around the earth). She, too, was faithful in 
her daily attendance at Mass, even in the worst of winter weather, and at- 
tributed her good health to this daily exercise. 











Guiding Principles in the Catholic Home 

-B-B-3- 
ATHOLIC homes have an ideal toward which every 
member of the family may look with confidence for 
help and protection. That ideal is the Holy Family 
of Nazareth. On the feast of the Holy Family, the 
Church prays beautifully and significantly in the Ves- 
per hymn, “O Jesus upon whose birth domestic affec- 
tion smiled the grace of every virtue with which Your 
home abounded, vouchsafe that we, too, may be made to reproduce 
the same in our home lives.’’ Tradition tells us how the home life 
of Nazareth was regulated and of the high motives that inspired the 
conduct of its members. The will of God reigned supreme; love and 
mutual consideration guided every activity, and the home was a 
center of joy, peace and noble endeavor. February, the month of the 
Holy Family, offers Catholic parents and their children a priceless 
incentive to work, after the example of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, for 
a truer Christian spirit in their own home, which should be the abode 
of faith, hope, and charity, justice and abiding peace. To the extent 
that Catholic ideals animate the home and Catholic lives are lived 
by its members, it will be blessed with spiritual and material well- 
being. 

Keenly aware that many and great difficulties confront parents 
today in their task of child-training, and alarmed at the ever-growing 
irresponsibility of the child of today, the Bishops of the United States 
have issued a magnificent pastoral letter on the training which should 
be given to the child in the home and the school, as well as in the 
Church. Because of its completeness and splendid summary of the 
principles to be followed in the education of the child, we feel that 
we can in no better way take cognizance of the month of the Holy 
Family than by offering to our readers the Bishops’ pastoral letter 
in its entirety, though due to lack of space it will be necessary to 
present it in installments. The letter was issued in November, 1950, 
by three Cardinals, fifteen Archbishops, and one hundred and thirty- 
three Bishops assembled for their annual meeting in Washington. 
The document lays down guiding principles which should be a help 
to parents for years to come. The text is as follows:— 
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The Child: Citizen of Two Worlds 


In the present grim international struggle, the American people 
have resolutely championed the cause of human freedom. We have 
committed ourselves to oppose relentlessly the aggressions of those 
who deny to man his God-given rights and who aim to enslave all 
mankind under the rule of Godless materialism. The responsibilities 
which we have thereby assumed are both grave and continuing. They 
deserve conscientious consideration. 

It is of primary importance for our people to realize that human 
freedom derives from the spiritual nature of man and can flourish only 
when the things of the spirit are held in reverence. Our present 
principles of action need to be evaluated in the light of that truth. 
But we must go even farther. Small comfort to be successful today 
if tomorrow the world finds us unworthy of the trust reposed in us. 
We need, therefore, to examine carefully what spiritual direction we 
are giving our children to prepare them to fulfil their future moral 
responsibilities to God and to their fellow man. 

In recent decades, striking advances have been made in meeting 
the child’s physical, emotional and social needs; but his moral and 
religious needs have not been met with the same solicitude and under- 
standing. As a result, many of our children today betray confusion 
and insecurity because these unmet needs are fundamental to the har- 
monious development of their whole nature. 

The child must be seen whole and entire. He must be seen as a 
citizen of two worlds. He belongs to this world surely, but his first 
and highest allegiance is the kingdom of God. From his earliest years 
he must be taught that his chief significance comes from the fact that 
he is created by God and is destined for life with God in eternity. 

The child’s prospects for fulfilling this great hope which God has 
reposed in him must be viewed realistically. He will come to maturity 
in a society where social, moral, intellectual, and spiritual values are 
everywhere disintegrating. In such a society, he will urgently need 
the integrating force of religion as taught by Christ. Such a force 
will give him a complete and rational meaning for his existence. 


Vision Will Be Opened upon World of Faith 


First of all, it will arouse in him a consciousness of God and of 
eternity. His vision will be opened out upon a supernatural world 
revealed by faith which differs from the world of nature his senses 
reveal. Thus he will discover a higher life than this daily one that 
he sees. Secondly, it will give him a continuing purpose in life, for 
it will teach him that he was made to know, love, and serve God in 
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this world as the condition for meriting eternal happiness. Thirdly, 
it will induce in him a deep sense of responsibility for those rights 
and obligations he possesses by reason of his citizenship in heaven 
as well as on earth. Finally, religion will challenge him to sanctify 
whatever walk of life he chooses and to seek and accept the will of 
God in whatever way it may be manifested. Thus, as a principle of 
integration, religion will help the child to develop a sense of God, a 
sense of direction, a sense of responsibility, and a sense of mission in 
this life. 

I. Sense of God 


The child is not complete in himself. He will find his completion 
only in life with God; and that life must begin here upon earth. Par- 
ents, therefore, should make early provision for their child’s growth in 
God. This is not something to be postponed for nurture by school 
authorities. It must begin in the home through simple and prayerful 
practices. Morning and evening prayers, grace before and after 
meals, the Family Rosary, the saying of a short prayer each time the 
striking clock marks the passage of another hour nearer eternity, the 
reverential making of the Sign of the Cross, the inculcation of respect 
for the Crucifix and other religious objects—all these are practices 
which should be encouraged in the religious formation of the child. 
No one can doubt that there is a readiness on his part to receive such 
formation, and if parents are remiss in giving it they will lose a splen- 
did opportunity to develop in their child that habitual awareness of 
God which is vital to his full growth. 

Only two courses are open to the child—either he will be God- 
centered or self-centered. He is made and destined for God, but he 
bears in his nature the lingering effects of original sin which incline 
him to seek the satisfaction of every selfish whim. To correct this 
bent in his will so that God, rather than self, will occupy the center of 
his life is one of the most challenging tasks facing parents. 


In meeting this challenge, let parents make use of the strong 
supernatural motivation which can be drawn from the life of Christ. 
Let them encourage the imitation of Him, particularly in His obedience, 
patience, and thoughtfulness of others; and let them foster the emula- 
tion of that spirit of unselfish giving so characteristic of Christ. This 
can be done in many practical ways, particularly through providing 
the child with frequent opportunities for making acts of self-denial in 
the home. If he is taught to deny his ‘selfish whims for the sake of 
Christ, he will not only discover a supernatural motive for his actions, 
but he will learn to give God that central place in his affections which 
God must occupy if the child is to come to his full spiritual stature. 
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Little point would be served in intensifying the child’s awareness 
of God during his pre-school years, if later his schooling years were 
to rob him of that. His education during school years should be of a 
piece with his education at home. Catholic parents, clearly grasping 
this essential truth, have undergone great sacrifice and enormous ex- 
pense to establish and maintain schools which will continue and en- 
large the spiritual development of the child that was begun at home. 
In doing this, parents have acted within their competence, because it 
is they, and not the State, who possess the primary right to educate. 

This natural right of parents is one which has ever been recog- 
nized in our American traditions. As recently as 1944, the highest 
court in our land confirmed it in these words: “It is cardinal with us 
that the custody, care, and nurture of the child reside first in the par- 
ents, whose primary function and freedom include preparation for 
obligations the State can neither supply nor hinder.” 


In helping parents to exercise this right, the Church stands ready 
at hand with all her material and spiritual resources. At infancy she 
initiates the child into the life of grace, and for the rest of his days 
she stands by his side, ready to minister to his needs. She recognizes. 
his pre-eminent need for God, and she meets it by providing Catholic 
schools for each stage of his educational development. She does this 
in virtue of the sublime teaching office conferred upon her by Jesus 
Christ. 

When it is impossible for parents to take advantage of the God- 
centered education which Catholic schools offer, they have a grave 
obligation to provide for their child’s religious instruction in some 
other way. At least they must see that their children attend catechism 
classes and vacation schools and receive the benefit of other activities 
of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 


Nor should the State, which has demonstrated a genuine interest 
in so many aspects of the child’s welfare, be indifferent to the inherent 
value of religious instruction and training for the child attending tax- 
supported schools. The continuance and well-being of a State based 
on democratic principles require that it show a lively concern for 
moral principles and practices which are firmly grounded only in 
religion. For the child who is not receiving thorough religious educa- 
tion, the State should look with favor on released-time programs for 
his religious instruction. 

Many important services have been rendered by governmental 
agencies to the child who has been deprived of the caze-end suppert of 
his parentsby-death, ‘illness, or misfortune. ..However, it is a source 
of growing concern to us that in certain parts of eur country these 
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is a trend to regard this whole field of foster care as falling within the 
exclusive province of governmental authorities. It surely lies within 
their province to set up and enforce legitimate minimum standards of 
care for the dependent child; but the responsibility for his care should 
not be entirely assumed by them. There is a definite place in America 
for voluntary agencies of mercy—particularly those operating under 
religious auspices, which are equipped to safeguard and develop the 
religious life of the dependent child. Certainly the child bereft of the 
immediate care of his parents is entitled to those opportunities for a 
religious upbringing which his parents were obligated to give him. 
These opportunities can be best supplied by an agency operating under 
religious auspices. To be concluded 


Bugle Call 
of b yn) 





7 the bugle call of PENANCE sounds in the Christian camp. 

Lent is at hand! It is the season of serious thought, of earnest 
prayer, of salutary penance! Yes, SALUTARY PENANCE! No 
matter how our pampered nature shrinks from the word, no matter 
how we try to avoid the Cross, we find it an indispensable part of 
our earthly sojourn. Through Cross to Crown! St. John the Bap- 
tist, in announcing the coming of the Lamb of God, prepared the 
people for a real conversion, a real change of heart, by his own 
example and by his stirring words: BRING FORTH WORTHY 
FRUITS Of PENANCE! And did not Christ Himself lay down the 
stern alternative: UNLESS YOU DO PENANCE YOU SHALL ALL 
LIKEWISE PERISH! Our Blessed Mother, too, has again and again 
exhorted the world to practice penance and reparation for sin, and 
our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, the Vicar of Christ on earth, has 
been tireless in urging the people to a return to Christ by PRAYER 
and PENANCE. 

This is also the spirit of the holy season of Lent. Holy Mother 
Church brings it before our minds so dramatically on Ash Wednesday 
as she strews ashes on our foreheads and sounds the solemn reminder: 
REMEMBER, O MAN, THAT THOU ART DUST, AND UNTO DUST 
SHALT THOU RETURN! 
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But why must we practice penance? To understand the need of 
penance and reparation, we must first understand the real meaning of 
sin, — its ugly nature, its revolting malice, its terrible consequences. 
Only this deep realization of sin will impel us with sufficient force to 
seek to repair its outrages by salutary penance. 

The loss of the sense of sin is, according to Pope Pius XII, one 
of the most dangerous evils of modern times. It is a soothing but 
deadly anaesthetic administered by the devil to hold man captive in 
iniquity. “With desolation is all the land made desolate, because 
there is none that considereth in his heart” (Jer. 12:11). 


We must be careful how we look at sin. We must not view sin in 
the eyes of a Godless, reckless world which has thrown off all responsi- 
bility to a Higher Being, has abrogated the Ten Commandments and the 
Christian code of morality, and has made a law unto itself. What a 
sad and terrifying condition is this, in which so many souls are in- 
volved! When a man will not admit that he is sick, will not call a 
doctor, little can be done for him. No, we must view sin, not in the 
eyes of a blinded and perverted world, but through the tear-dimmed 
eyes of God’s Blessed Mother. Let us go in spirit to Calvary, gaze long 
and lovingly upon the mutilated Form of the Victim of sin in Mary’s 
arms, and beg her for the grace to see sin as she saw it on Calvary, 
and to hate sin as she hated it, as the murderer of her Divine Son! 


Because Mary’s Heart was never stained by sin, because her su- 
-perior intellect was never darkened by ignorance, nor her will weak- 
ened by unruly passion, she clearly understood the malice of sin. 
For her it was a monster of rebellion against God, and a vicious 
enemy of man. It was Mary’s grand privilege not only to be entirely 
free from sin, but, with the help of her Divine Son, to crush the in- 
fernal author of sin. She is still the Refuge of Sinners and the Mother 
of Divine Grace. As a loving Mother she is constantly warning her 
children against the awful evil of sin and urging them to do penance 
and to offer reparation for sins committed. In one of her apparitions 
at Fatima, she opened up before the terrified gaze of the three innocent 
children a picture of hell in all its dreadful reality. She showed them 
the place of eternal torment and the indescribable punishment of the 
damned. So overwhelming was the sight that the children afterwards 
maintained that they would have died of fright if the vision had con- 
tinued any longer. 

What a different effect would be produced upon the minds and 
hearts of pleasure-loving worldlings if such scenes could be reproduced 
for them where they could see sin in all its stark reality, instead of 
viewing it adorned in all the alluring technicolors of the movie screen. 
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Mortal Sin and Its Malice 


What, then, is mortal sin? Mortal sin, in its nature, is not so 
hard to describe. It is a wilful transgression of the law of God in an 
important matter, knowingly and deliberately. For a mortal sin, three 
things are necessary: Full knowledge, full consent of the will, and an 
important matter. If one of these elements is lacking, there is no mor- 
tal sin. It must be a deliberate choice on the part of the sinner of a 
grave evil, a wilful turning away from God, a fully deliberate breaking 
of His Commandments in a serious matter. 

Yes, the nature and definition of mortal sin can be easily enough 
understood. But what is mortal sin in its malice? What is mortal 
sin in the eyes of God? Here words fail us. No human mind can 
understand the dreadful malice of mortal sin, and no human tongue 
can adequately describe this greatest of all evils. Mortal sin contains 
an infinite malice, the malice of an insult offered to an Infinite Being. 
and no human mind can fathom the Infinite. We may say that mortal 
sin is an insolent rebellion against God's Majesty. Almighty God, 
the Supreme Lawgiver, gives His command. All nature obeys. The 
sun rises and sets, the flowers grow, the animals live and act according 
to nature’s laws. There is only one discordant note in the grand 
symphony of nature, and that is man, the king of creation, the beloved 
child of God, so highly honored by the Creator. Man, instigated by 
the fiend of darkness, raises his proud head in defiance and throws 
back at God the insulting challenge: “NON SERVIAM! — I WILL 
NOT OBEY YOU!” — “You can do what you want, Almighty God. 
You can promise me heaven, You can threaten me with hell, /’ll do 
just as I please!” This is what the sinner says in substance,. if not 
in reality. What an outrageous insult offered to the Omnipotent God, 
who could crush man with one act of His Will! What base ingratitude 
to the best of Fathers, who has showered so many blessings upon 
mankind! 


The Mirror of Christ’s Broken Heart 


But since we know so little about God, since His Divine Majesty 
impresses us so lightly, Jet us turn to something else that will give us 
a clearer view of the malice of mortal sin. During the holy season of 
Lent, let us turn with Holy Mother Church to our Suffering Savior and 
view sin in the mirror of Christ’s broken Heart. There is nothing that 
shows us the real malice of sin so clearly as the dreadful punishments 
demanded for it by Divine Justice from the Son of God. What is the 
history of the Passion, what are the Stations of the Cross, what is the 
figure of Christ-Crucified, but a most telling image of the malice of 
sin! 
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Study, for example, the first Station. Visualize that memorable 
scene! It is Good Friday morning. There Jesus stands before Pilate, 
the Roman Governor, accused by the Jews as a great malefactor, 
worthy of death. He is the very picture of human misery. He stands 
before His earthly judge, scourged, crowned with thorns, a mass of 
bleeding wounds, so terribly mangled and disfigured that even Pilate, 
who is used to bloody scenes, is moved to pity. He instinctively 
feels that the Prisoner before him is innocent, and determines to rescue 
Him from His blood-thirsty persecutors. Using his privilege of re- 
leasing a prisoner on the great feast of the Pasch, Pilate offers the 
people the choice between a murderer named Barabbas, and Christ, 
who claims to be their King. To his great surprise and dismay, the 
people, instigated to frenzy by perfidious leaders, cry out: “Give us 
Barabbas!) AWAY WITH CHRIST! CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY 
HIM! HIS BLOOD BE UPON US AND UPON OUR CHILDREN!” 


While we shudder at the perfidy of God’s chosen people in re- 
jecting their Messiah and calling the curse of God down upon them- 
selves and their children, do we realize that the same tragedy is re- 
enacted in every mortal sin? Man is confronted with a choice. On 
the one hand is Christ and virtue and heaven; on the other, the devil 
and sin and hell. Then, by his actions, if not in words, the sinner 
cries out: GIVE ME BARABBAS, MY SINS, MY PASSIONS! AWAY 
WITH CHRIST, WITH VIRTUE, WITH HEAVEN! 

Oh, what open rebellion! What base treason! What black in- 
gratitude! The creature has deliberately turned against his Creator, 
the child against its Father. What an unspeakable outrage to that 
God of Love who has loved man with an infinite, eternal love, has 
heaped blessings upon him, and is only waiting for the hour of death 
to take him home and make him supremely happy forever in heaven! 

With this picture before our minds, let us spend Lent in prayer 
and penance, and while we put forth new efforts to avoid sin and all 
occasions of sin, let us also help our Blessed Mother to save sinners 
by our prayers and penances. 





St. AUGUSTINE’S BLESSING 
May our sweet Lord Jesus give you a heart to love Him, a will 
to choose Him, a mind to remember Him, an understanding to con- 


ceive Him, and a reason which may always adhere closely to Him, 
and may that God of love and mercy love you eternally. 
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Sanctuary of Christ the King 


Tucson, Avizona 
he 

N THE feast of the Sacred Heart, June 28, 1935, an invita- 
tion was received from the Most Reverend Daniel J. Gercke, 
Bishop of Tucson, Arizona, to establish a sanctuary of Per- 
petual Adoration in his see city. This message was but the 
first of many indications that the Divine King of the Eucha- 
rist desired to have a throne established in this “paradise of the 
desert,” close to the borders of Mexico, which had so lately flowed 
with the blood of martyrs and was still in the throes of religious per- 
secution. There, in His Divine designs, loving reparation would be 
offered for the many injuries heaped upon His Sacred Heart by the 
enemies of His Church and His Cross in that unfortunate country. 
There, perpetual adorers would pray the Divine Mediator on His 
Eucharistic throne to stay the hand of Divine Justice and to restrain 
the flood of religious intolerance which threatened and still threatens 
to inundate our own beloved land also. 

The invitation was accepted, and on August 17th, three Sisters 
from the Motherhouse went to Tucson to prepare the way. A private 
residence had been purchased to serve as a temporary convent. On 
their arrival in Tucson, the Sisters received the key to their new home, 
and with a thrill of joy they laid it before the altar in the chapel of 
the Sisters who kindly offered them hospitality until their own convent 
should be ready. Confiding the key to our Sacramental Lord, they 
breathed a prayer that He would at the same time receive the key of 
their hearts (their will) and use them as instruments for His glory, 
and that He would unlock the treasures of His grace to all for whom 
the adorers should pray in this new sanctuary. 

Their first act on entering the house was to take from its wrap- 
pings a large and beautiful statue of the Infant Jesus of Prague which 
a kind benefactor had presented to the motherhouse some time pre- 
viously “for our next foundation,” and to enthrone it in the place 
destined for the altar of Exposition in the room set aside for the 
temporary chapel. They chanted the Litany of the Holy Name and 
the Veni Creator, imploring the Holy Spirit to assist them in the 
preparation of this new sanctuary. Our Blessed Mother, too, was in- 
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voked under various titles, and the holy angels were also called upon 
to lend their assistance. The rooms were sprinkled with holy water, 
and then the work of converting the house into a convent was com- 
menced. Carpenters, plumbers and electricians were put to work, and 
the Sisters themselves worked early and late to have everything in 
readiness. 

The date for the opening was fixed for November 7th. On that 
day the Bishop celebrated solemn pontifical Mass in the little chapel, 
and after giving Benediction, placed the Blessed Sacrament on the 
exposition throne and inaugurated the service of Perpetual Adoration. 





The Eucharistic “Bethlehem” in which the Perpetual Adoration began in 
Tucson, Arizona. 


Twenty Sisters from the Motherhouse at Clyde and the daughterhouse 
at Mundelein formed the first community. The motives for rejoicing 
were thus summarized in an eloquent sermon preached on the occa- 
sion: “It is grand to think that one more Cross has been raised on 
high; that one more Tabernacle has been erected, before which hearts 
will consume themselves in their life of praise; that one more Altar 
has been erected whereon the holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be daily 
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offered for the salvation of souls.” The new Sanctuary was termed 
a spiritual dam, from which a flood of grace would go out over the 
vast field of the diocese, to vivify the seeds of faith and devotion 
planted in the hearts and souls of the people, This figure of speech 
has been brought to remarkable reality in the years that have followed. 

As the population of Tucson and its surroundings is largely of 
Spanish descent, this new Sanctuary was fittingly dedicated to Christ 
the King, to whom the Spanish people are singularly devoted. Tucson 
has been ‘called the “Sunshine City” of the Southwest, and enjoys a 
very healthful climate. Picturesque mountain ranges surround it on 
all sides, lending a touch of rare scenic beauty in their ever-changing 
aspects. 

The humble beginnings of this foundation were singularly blessed, 
and by the close of 1940, a permanent chapel and convent, in the 
Spanish Renaissance style, had been erected on a more desirable and 
spacious site, in a suburban district. The community took up resi- 
dence there on December 15, and on the same day the Blessed Sacra- 
ment was exposed in the new Sanctuary and Perpetual Adoration con- 
tinued there. 

Here, amid fruitful date palms, thriving orange, lemon, and grape- 
fruit trees, olives, figs, and grapes, and a productive garden which 
yields a variety of vegetables almost the year round, the community 
lives a full Benedictine life, devoting itself first to the Divine service 
and then to various activities. In this, as in all our convents, the ma- 
terial needs of the community are supplied by works closely connected 
with the life of a Perpetual Adorer of the Blessed Sacrament. Chief 
among these is the preparation of Altar Breads. The Convent in Tuc- 
son supplies the needs of many parishes in the South and Southwest, 
sending out well over two million altar breads annually. During the 
past year or more, a very marked increase in the demand for altar 
breads has been noticeable at all our branchhouses, which gives the 
very encouraging indication that more and more souls are approach- ° 
ing the Communion Table. 

Besides making Church vestments and altar linens, the Sisters 
in Tucson also make First Communion and Confirmation veils, wreaths, 
and arm bands — a work very appropriate to their Eucharistic 
vocation. 

Soon after the establishment of this foundation, an association 
of lay-adorers under the title of Caballeros (Spanish for Knights) was 
formed, for regular hours of nocturnal adoration. This was followed 
by the organization of two associations of women, and later by that 
of the Knights of Columbus, who as “Knights of the Blessed Sacra- 





Sanctuary of Christ the King (aerial view). 


The building is designed in the form of an “E”, the Adoration chapel forming the north wing. Between the 
wings are two patios, where the Sisters may enjoy the fresh air and sunshine in strictest privacy. In one of the 
patios, flowers for the sanctuary are grown, and in the other, tropical plants and trees yield their fruits in season. 
—The ornate facade of the chapel, the broken lines of the roof elevations, the red clay tile roofs, the cloistral arches, 
and the dome faintly suggesting the Moorish influence, combine to accentuate the graceful lines of the Spanish 
Renaissance style of architecture. This type of structure lends itself admirably to a monastic institution. 

Surmounting the gable of the chapel is a gilded monstrance, which on special occasions is illumined at night. 
throwing into relief the image of the host in its center, and sending out a silent but eloquent invitation to souls 
to come and adore Christ the King, who holds perpetual court in this Sanctuary. 
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ment” have made the nocturnal adoration their chief spiritual activity. 
More will be said of these Eucharistic associations in a later article. 

An outstanding work of Catholic Action which has recently come 
into being in connection with our Sanctuary in Tucson is the establish- 
ment of a free Catholic circulating library by the Oblates of St. Bene- 
dict and the Sentinels of St. Gertrude. The books are housed in the 
basement of the sanctuary, in the large assembly room provided for the 
various Eucharistic Associations. Although it has been functioning 
less than a year, the library has already acquired some 1500 books, 
and has immediate prospects of adding many more. Indicating the 
quality of the books, the collection includes a set of the Catholic En- 
cyclopedia, the “Summa Theologica” and the “Companion to the 
Summa,” as well as many other excellent books, suited to all types 
and ages. 

The Library was founded as a movement of Catholic Action io 
obviate and offset bad literature, and for the propagation of the Faith. 
It is open to the public, and many non-Catholics, including ministers 
and educators of various creeds, are availing themselves of its services. 
The Library expects to function as a Catholic Information Center in 
the future, and is listed with the Catholic Library Association as an 
institutional library. It is operated by volunteer workers, who give 


freely and generously of their time. 


“In the Chapel which your 
loving souls have built to our 
Eucharistic King, you and un- 
born generations of devoted 
Sisters will lift up minds and 
hearts to Him in unceasing 
prayer. Your praise will ascend 
as so much incense before the 
throne of your Eucharistic King 
in thanksgiving for the great 
gift that He has given to the 
world, the Blessed Sacrament 
of the altar. Your lives of re- 
tirement from the world will be 
spent in reparation to Him for 
the sins of the world. Your 
hearts will be united with those 
who, the world over, have con- 
secrated themselves as spouses 
in the service of Christ.” 


Welcoming words of the 
Most Rev. Daniel J. Gercke, 
Bishop of Tucson 














Interior of the Sanctuary of Christ the King 


This view shows only the front section of the chapel, including the Sisters’ 
choir stalls. Pews for the laity (in the rear) provide seating space for about 
three hundred persons. In keeping with the Spanish Renaissance style of architecture, 
the chapel has a high vaulted ceiling. The six groined ceiling panels, separated by 
moulded arches, end in ornate corbels. Massive arches flank the nave, supported by 
twelve pillars dedicated to the twelve Apostles. Unadorned by murals or mosaics, 
the chapel is beautiful in its dignified simplicity, and in its restful, devotional atmos- 
phere, the mind and heart of the adorer rise spontaneously heavenward. Here, too, 
the language of symbolism speaks to the worshiper and disposes the soul for prayer. 

Regrettably it has not been possible as yet (because of lack of funds) to install 
the permanent altar. The plans have long since been drawn awaiting the time when 
they may be put into execution. The altar will be simple and dignified, in keeping 
with the rest of the chapel. It will be surmounted by a baldachin, supported by four 
pillars, with the throne of exposition rising above the rear of the mensa. Needless 
to say, donations for this purpose will be most gratefully accepted, so that our Eucha- 
ristic King may be more worthily enthroned in this Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration. 


There is a side chapel dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows, in which the Stations 
of the Cross are erected. Over each Station is fastened a cross of olive wood, which, 
we were privileged to obtain from the Holy Land. They were made in Jerusa- 
lem, of wood from trees in the Garden of Olives, beneath which Our Lord shed Blood 
in His bitter agony. Paintings of the Seven Sorrows of Mary are likewise found 
in this chapel. These, as well as the Stations, were done by Sisters at Clyde. 
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A Book on a Jungle Trail 


Me nn ge so. 
PLS SO Se 


EEP in the mountain jungles northeast of Baguia in the 
Philippines lay the small mission station of Banuae. 
In the first years of World War II, it was burned to 
the ground, and towards the end, in 1945, that village 

: was the headquarters of Yamashito and 40,000 des- 

perate Japanese soldiers. 

About two years before the war, Aurelia, a thirteen-year-old pagan 
girl, came to the mission, asking to be baptized. Father De Boeck, 
who was in charge of the station, questioned her about herself, as he 
was surprised to find that she spoke and read English, coming as she 
did from a purely pagan village, 44 kilometers farther north. She 
told him that she had attended the government school there for four 
years; that she was an orphan and had no relatives. 





One day, Aurelia went on to say, she had found a small book 
dropped on a mountain trail near her village. To her, such a find was 
a great treasure, and she had read it from cover to cover, increasingly 
interested in its new and strange revelations. Shortly after, she met 
an American soldier and asked him about the book. Being a Catholic, 
the soldier told her it was a Catholic prayer book and catechism, and 
went on to explain its meaning. 

That had been two months ago. Father De Boeck questioned 
Aurelia further and was amazed to discover that she had practically 
memorized the prayers and catechism, and was deeply impressed by 
her evident faith. Knowing, however, how difficult it would be for a 
girl to maintain her faith in a wholly pagan atmosphere and without 
a church, he suggested that she come to the mission as often as she 
could, and promised that if she did that and led a good life, such as 
was outlined in the little book, he would baptize her in two years. 
Though greatly disappointed at the prospect of such a long delay, 
Aurelia promised to do as he asked. 

The next Sunday she returned with two friends who were also 
studying the little book. Regularly twice a month after that the three 
walked the 44 kilometers to and from Banuae. In time they were 
joined by others—boys, men, family groups—until just before the war 
there were fifty persons accompanying that remarkable girl. As 
Father de Boeck had promised, he baptized Aurelia and her two 
friends after the lapse of two years, and plans were made to baptize 
the others. But with the war and consequent evacuation, the priest 
lost sight of his new converts and scarcely dared hope they would sur- 
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vive the horrors of the Japanese occupation. Moreover, he knew that 
the elders of the tribe frowned upon Christianity and that by refusing 
to take part in tribal sacrifice and superstition, Aurelia and her friends 
would be blamed for any and all disasters which might befall the 
village. 

So it was like a miracle to Father De Boeck to find a thin, sad- 
eyed Aurelia attending his first post-war Mass back at Banuae. She 
told him of the terrible hardships, the starvation and suffering of those 
war years, and of the many dying people she had baptized. Yet, 
what followed was still more wonderful. For not only did all her 
former disciples return to be baptized, but so great was her zeal in 
spreading the blessing of her conversion that she led 150 people of 
her village to the Faith, and had a small mission church built on a 
piece of land she had inherited from her parents. All this because 
of one small, precious book, dropped on a lonely jungle trail! 


We cannot help but wonder if some American Aurelia would fare 
as well on the jungle trail of our modern publications. It is to be 
feared that she would not. Instead of the sure guide to the one goal 
we all must seek, which Aurelia discovered in her catechism, an Ameri- 
can girl would probably find some highly colored romance promoting 
a moral code which no Christian can accept, evoking base passions 
and unreal sympathies which merely unfit the mind and will to cope 
with the common duties of everyday life. If she chanced to pick up 
a secular newspaper or magazine, alluring ads would assure her that 
without a certain brand of soap, toothpaste or coffee, life cannot be 
successfully lived. Never in their pages would she learn, as did Aure- 
lia from the pages of the simple catechism, that truly successful living 
consists in loving and serving that God who made and loves us all, 
and with whom particular brands of material products have no in- 
fluence whatever. Again, she might read of the impossible adventures 
of the so-called “comic-strip” heroes or heroines who battle their 
way through life, ignoring decency, taking the law into their own 
hands on any provocation, with the motto “might is right” em- 
blazoned on their shields. How can we be surprised, then, at the con- 
tinual waves of juvenile delinquency which sweep over the country, 
when our children are allowed to grow up on such mental fare, literary 
“trash” which never mentions the one, eternal Lawgiver, in whose 
hands alone lies the power of life and death? 


Today science boasts of hundreds of antiseptic medicines and 
preventatives against infection. We are warned that our food and 
drink, even the air about us, is swarming with baneful germs ready 
to destroy the stoutest constitutions. But what of the germs of spiritual 
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death lurking in a press completely indifferent to moral values? What 
of the continual evil seepage of godless literature?—a literature which 
teems with maxims in outright opposition to the truths of religion, 
which confuses notoriety with fame, wealth with achievement, price 
with value, the temporal with the eternal. 


Is there a Catholic still naive enough to believe that a Sunday 
sermon, plus an occasional exhortation heard at a mission or novena. 
service, will nourish his mind sufficiently to counteract the insidious. 
effect of all this, to enable him to argue and support his convictions, 
to fill him with zest and enthusiasm for his God-given Faith? More 
than one bishop and pastor has attributed the alarming drifting from 
the Faith of a great number of Catholics to indifference and lack of 
interest in Catholic literature. The beloved Pope Pius X even went 
so far as to say that it is in vain we build Catholic churches andi 
schools if they are not buttressed by a vigorous Catholic press. 


The day is long past when a Catholic newspaper or periodical! 
in the home was a luxury, a charitable attempt to help some struggling 
organization. Today, a Catholic viewpoint on affairs, obtainable only 
by the regular reading of Catholic publications, is a vital necessity. 
The plea of economy can no longer be invoked, for surely it is the- 
poorest form of economy to deprive the mind of wholesome nourish- 
ment at a time when it is most needed! Would you patronize a dealer 
known to poison his wares? Then why waste money on the all-too- 
often poisoned wares of the secular press? 

Nor can we overlook the fact that the Catholic press is our great 
modern medium for spreading knowledge of the Faith, a means of 
sharing our spiritual wealth, one of our strongest missionary weapons.. 
As an American bishop said recently in a stirring address to his flock: 
“Men can read the meaning of the Cross in our readiness to share- 
with them what we so zealously treasure. We cannot rest in our own 
blessing of Faith if we shut out the light from those in darkness; we 
cannot really possess the Faith if we ignore the spiritual needs of 
others.” If one small book found on a jungle trail was enough to light 
a village on its way to conversion, what a beacon light could not a 
strongly supported Catholic press be, to light whole nations on the 
road to the true Faith! 

A simple means of helping the soul-hungry thousands of our 
country as well as of increasing and vivifying your own appreciation 
of the great blessing of the Catholic Faith is to read our Benedictine 
Booklets, and to give and solicit subscriptions to Tabernacle and Pur- 
gatory—publications which inspire and uplift, and in which many 
souls have found spiritual and moral strength and enlightenment, as. 
the excerpts from their letters will show. 
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Mites from Our Mail-bag... 


Your magazine is a spiritual treat, which I await monthly with 
keen anticipation. It should be in every Catholic home in America. 
Miss H. R., N. J. 


There are so many Catholics who need to be informed more about 
their religion and God, and your magazine is an excellent means of 
people reading themselves closer to Christ and understanding His love 
for them. Rev. B. P., Wis. 


I enjoy your magazine because of its solid piety which is like an 
oasis of spiritual refreshment in this desert of worldly impiety and 
hurtful neglect of God. It is with sincere pleasure that I introduce 
another to this oasis of good. Mr. R. S., Mass. 


I would like to receive a one-year subscription to your monthly 
magazine ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.”’ It is indeed rich in spiritual 
knowledge and a source of inspiration and comfort to anyone interested 
in traversing the heavenly road to spiritual perfection. J. S., Tl. 


I get so much good from this magazine of yours that I would 
like others to enjoy it too. I am enclosing check for $5.00 for five 
new subscriptions, to be my special contribution toward the success of 
the Holy Year. Miss M. M., Iowa 


.. I have taken all my discussions for the Club out of the maga- 
zine; after I explained it to them and showed them what wonderful 
articles were in the last month’s issue, I certainly worked up a good 
subscription list for you. Mrs. F. P., Nebr. 


I hope and pray that somehow I will never have to discontinue 
my subscription to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ I couldn’t be without 
it. I have learned so much about my Catholic Faith; it is too bad that 
every Catholic can’t have the chance of seeing and reading this 
periodical often. If only one could be sent to every parish in the U. 
S. so the people could become familiar with this type of Catholic read- 
ing. Too many Catholics know so little about their Faith because 
their reading is not directed in the proper channel. Mrs. H. H., N. Y. 


I use your booklets—always—and give many away. ‘They are 
truly inspiring. Mrs. R. T., Ohio 


I wish you to know the great spiritual benefits that have been 
mine since reading the booklets. They. are little miracles. (I am a 
pre-medical student, and someday I hope to be a physician.) 

Miss N. J., Kans. 


No amount of money could buy the peace of mind I’ve received 
from your booklets. Mrs. J. C., Il. 


wen, 
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The Prisoners of the King 
ey 


The Cleansing of the Temple 
Concluded 


HE glimpse of Our Lord’s severity and His zeal for the 

honor of His Father, which the incident of the cleansing 

of the Temple affords us, enables us to understand in some 
measure the holiness of God and convinces us of the intensity of the 
pains of purgatory. The teaching of Scripture and of the saints both 
point to very great sufferings to which the holy souls are subjected in 
order to expiate in full their faults and arrive at that perfect purifica- 
tion which will fit them to remain forever in the presence of God. 

But we may notice that in the account of the purification of the 
Temple, no help, not even any encouragement, was furnished to Our 
Lord by the bystanders or witnesses. Yet surely Our Lord would have 
regarded it as a most blessed work and a service to Himself if the 
disciples or the priests and officers of the Temple had assisted Him by 
removing the objects which offended His eyes, and He would have 
repaid them in a magnificent way. Now, in the purification of souls, 
of which the cleansing of the Temple is only a figure, we know it is in 
our power very materially to assist Our Lord, and so share, as it were, 
in His work. By the many means placed at our disposal, we can 
make more rapid and more easy for Our Lord the accomplishment of 
the work of purgation of the holy souls. By so doing, we merit His 
gratitude and the abundant blessings which flow from His Sacred 
Heart on those who in any way advance His interests. 

The consideration of the immense sufferings of the holy souls — 
far greater than any we can either feel or imagine on earth — cannot 
do otherwise than move us to compassion and make us exert ourselves 
for them, even as we do when we see our fellow creatures in the 
agonies of death from hunger or disease, or in pain of any kind. 
At such a time we do not hesitate to sacrifice ease and comfort, our 
own resources, yes, even what may now or hereafter be most necessary 
for ourselves. And yet surely the extreme needs of the holy souls, 
who are bound to us by nature and by grace, overpower all other 
claims to compassion. 

However, it is not the compassion for the suffering souls alone 
which is suggested to us as the motive of our charity in the incident 
of the cleansing of the Temple. It is also a desire to see Our Lord’s 
zeal for the glory of His Father, and for the holiness required in 
everything that belongs to Him, satisfied. It is a desire that everything 
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unbecoming the’ sanctuary of God may be removed from the temple 
in which He is delighted to dwell forever, so that it may be at once 
made fit for His Presence, “not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing” (Eph. 5:27). 

We may also consider another fruit which accrues to ourselves 
by zeal for the purity of God’s living temples. With regard to our- 
selves, it is impossible but that the kindling in our hearts of zeal for 
the purity of God’s abode should very greatly help us to take pains 
to make our own hearts fit dwellings, in so far as that is possible, for 
the Holy Spirit. The consideration of the holiness of God, and of 
the great dishonor which is given Him by careless and indifferent 
lives, must serve as a powerful motive to avoid every negligence and 
cause us to endeavor to cancel by means of the sacraments, prayer, 
penance, almsdeeds, and the like, the debts we have up to now con- 
tracted and not wiped out. The realization that the soul of a Christian 
is in truth the chosen temple and abode of God cannot be deeply 
rooted in us without producing, with the help of Divine grace, a 
readiness in the holy exercise of the presence of God, which is of 
such immense importance in the work of sanctification. So we shall 
reap wonderful fruits for our own spiritual life and growth by a zeal 
for the purification of the holy souls, by the thought of their sufferings, 
and our own future judgment. 

In addition, we may also reckon on the bountiful goodness and 
love of our blessed Lord, whose part, as it were, we take, when we 
aid in the purification of the prisoners of purgatory. We may look, 
too, for special graces from His royal Mother, the Queen of purgatory, 
who, as we saw in the consideration of the Miracle of Cana, imitated 
Our Lord in zeal for the needy. We may also expect the patron 
saints of these souls, and, indeed, the whole company of the blessed, 
to assist us in keeping our souls from stain of sin and in getting rid 
of any stains which may now disfigure them. Finally, we merit the 
intense and burning gratitude of the holy souls themselves, — a 
gratitude to be measured only by their sense of the awful holiness of 
God and the severity of His judgments, — a gratitude which will 
show itself in a very active form when they reach the goal of eternal 
bliss. 


~ 





Spiritual Vitamin for February 


O Jesus, full of love, may all my thoughts, my words, and my 
actions be directed to keep thy holy laws evermore! 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 


Continued 


2. The Love of Benevolence. 


In the second place there is the Love of Benevolence, which you 
must strive to practice to the best of your ability. 

The word benevolence is derived from two Latin words — bene - 
well, and volo—I wish. By the love of benevolence, therefore, is 
meant that kind of love which aims at promoting the greater honor 
and glory of Jesus Christ and furthering His interests in His Church 
and in the souls of men. The word benevolence implies all this. A 
benevolent man wishes well to others and tries to make them happy. 
He puts aside all selfishness in seeking to gladden the hearts of his 
fellowmen and doing good to them. Let us, then, consider how you 
can practice this kind of love towards your Divine Savior. 

When we speak of promoting the honor and glory of Jesus Christ, 
we must make a distinction. There is what is called His Essential 
glory and His Accidental glory. The former is the glory which He 
possesses as God in limitless measure from all eternity. All the wor- 
ship the angels and saints pay Him in heaven cannot increase this for 
Him in any degree, any more than we can increase the brilliancy of 
the sun by holding a lighted candle in the sunshine. All the adoration 
and praise which they have offered to Him up to the present moment 
and will offer Him throughout the endless ages of eternity cannot add 
so much as an iota to His essential glory. They owe Him all this wor- 
ship for the mere reason that they are His creatures. But He is no 
happier with it than He was without it before they were called into 
existence by His creative act. 

But it is quite different when there is question of His accidental 
glory. This consists in the glorification of Him and of His perfections 
resulting from the worship rendered and the honor paid to Him by 
His rational creatures, namely angels and men, as contained in the 
fulfilment of the first three petitions of the Our Father: “Hallowed be 
Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.” 

While, therefore, you cannot do anything to increase the essential 
glory of Jesus Christ, you can do very much to increase that which is 
accidental. And this you will endeavor to do to the best of your 
ability if your heart is really aflame with an ardent love of Him. You 
will gladly “spend yourself and be spent” in promoting His interests in 
the Church and among your fellowmen. You will burn with an in- 
satiable desire to make Him known and loved by those who do not 
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know Him and hence cannot love Him, as well as by those who, indeed, 
know Him but are estranged from Him by sin and sinful living. In 
other words, you will practice the great virtue of zeal for His honor 
and glory and the salvation of immortal souls. 

The one great motive that should prompt you to foster an ardent 
love of benevolence towards Jesus Christ is the realization that His 
love of benevolence towards you was so great that it compelled Him 
to procure heaven for you at the cost of His most painful and agoniz- 
ing Death on the Cross, as was explained in another place. 

But how can you practice this love of benevolence towards your 
Savior? In a great variety of ways. Let us begin with something 
that is possible for every Christian, no matter what his condition in 
life may be. This consists in the offering up of frequent prayers and 
acts of self-denial and suffering for the extension of the Church of 
Christ throughout the world, for the conversion of pagans and un- 
believers, for the conversion of Catholics living in the state of mortal 
sin, and other similar intentions. It consists in contributing what you 
can to the fulfilment of the petition: “Thy kingdom come!” 

You know full well that only in the Catholic Church is salvation 
possible,* and that those who die in the state of original sin or of 


*This statement does not imply that only actual members of the Catholic 
Church can be saved. It means, rather, that no schismatic or heretical church 
can save those who profess membership in it, by what it has to offer of itself, 
but only by what it has retained of the doctrine and practice of the Catholic 
‘Church. Protestants, Jews, pagans, schismatics, and heretics—in a word, all 
non-Catholics—if invincibly ignorant of the true Faith, yet having the disposi- 
tion to do everything that God requires for salvation, as far as it is known to 
them, can be saved by the faithful observance of God's commandments accord- 
ing to the lights of their conscience, and their faithful correspondence with the 
actual graces which God gives to every soul. Persons who thus try to love 
and serve God are “related to the Mystical Body of the Redeemer in desire 
and resolution’’ (Mystici Corporis, #121), and, if unbaptized, have obtained 
Divine grace through what theologians term “baptism of desire.” The remis- 
sion of any actual sins is obtained through perfect contrition. Hence, salvation 
is possible to all men, since they can obtain sanctifying grace, whether through 
the ordinary channels of the sacraments of baptism and penance, or through 
baptism of desire and true contrition for sin. God is the judge of the disposi- 
tions of all souls and of their possession of supernatural life at the moment of 
death. 

However, as Pope Pius XII so well states in his Encyclical Mystici Cor- 
poris quoted above, persons united to the Mystical Body (that is, the Catholic 
Church) only in desire and resolution “remain deprived of so many precious 
gifts and helps from heaven which one can enjoy only in the Catholic Church.” 
Filled with fatherly solicitude for such souls, he adds: “May they then 
enter into Catholic unity, and united with us in the organic oneness of the 
Body of Jesus Christ, may they hasten to the one Head in the society of 
glorious love.” 
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mortal sin cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. For this reason you 
must have great pity on all who are outside the Church and pray fer- 
vently for their conversion, be they heretics, apostates, unbelievers, 
pagans, or atheists, as also for all Catholics who are living in a state 
of estrangement from God by mortal sin. Realizing that all men with- 
out exception are most dear to God by reason of the Precious Blood 
that was shed for them, and that without grace they can never enter 
heaven, you will make it your life-long duty to plead most earnestly 
with God to grant them the graces necessary for their conversion and 
salvation. 

But then you must also know that prayer alone is not sufficient. 
You must add various acts of self-denial and suffering to your prayers 
to render them more powerful and efficacious. The combination of 
prayer and suffering is to the conversion of sinners what the combina- 
tion of steel and concrete—re-enforced concrete—is in the construction 
of modern buildings. 


This important lesson was taught the Apostles by our Blessed 
Savior after He had cast out a devil whom they were unable to cast 
out. When they asked Him why they had failed, He replied: “This 
kind can only be cast out by prayer and fasting” (Matt. 17:20). 


Now, it is a fact that every person in the state of mortal sin is 
in the power of the devil. As is to be expected, the evil one will do all 
he can to retain this power. In every possible way he will try to 
hinder the conversion of the unhappy sinner, since he is determined 
to drag him down into the abyss of hell. That Satan’s power may be 
broken and the unfortunate soul saved by conversion, special and 
powerful graces are needed. These must be procured by earnest 
pleading with God. But since, ordinarily, sinners do not pray for 
these graces, charitable persons must take it upon themselves to inter- 
cede in their behalf. They must intercede by prayer and fasting. 


No doubt you well know that by fasting Christ meant not merely 
fasting in the usual sense of the word, but also all other forms of 
self-denial and suffering. It stands for every kind of pain that is 
offered up for the conversion of sinful souls. Prayer and suffering are 
the spiritual weapons with which the power of Satan over souls is 
broken and their liberation from sin is effected. 


There are in the world many generous lovers of Jesus who have 
taken upon themselves the duty of praying and suffering for the con- 
version of sinners. And there are not a few who go further and 
freely offer themselves to Him as victims of suffering, willing to en- 
dure any kind of affliction, sickness or pain for the purpose of obtain- 
ing for sinners the grace of a sincere conversion. The mere thought 
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of the great danger of eternal damnation in which these souls are 
living appalls them and enkindles in them a vehement desire to do 
their utmost to snatch them from the brink of hell and send them on 
their way to heaven. Impelled by their ardent love of benevolence, 
they pray much, deny themselves, and cheerfully bear whatever suffer- 
ings come into their lives. Uniting themselves with Jesus dying on 
the Cross for sinners, they deem themselves happy to be allowed to 
take such an intimate part in the great work of Redemption. 


Other Practices of the Love of Benevolence. 


A few additional practices of the Love of Benevolence must here 
be added. 

First, you are called on to exercise the apostolate of good example. 
It is your duty to give edification at all times and in all places by 
your genuinely Christian conduct, carefully avoiding everything in 
behavior, speech, dress, occupation, etc., that could in any way be 
an occasion of sin or of temptation to others. 

Second, you can make it a practice to distribute good reading 
matter in hospitals, homes for invalids, prisons, factories, public con- 
veyances, etc. In this way you can be an instrument of grace to many 
souls whom you could never reach or influence by personal contact. 

Third, you can take an active part in organizations that work for 
the instruction of neglected children, the reclaiming of lapsed Catholics, 
etc., such as the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, the Legion of 
Mary, the St. Vincent de Paul Society, and the like. 

Fourth, you should make it your duty to contribute according to 
your means to the Home and Foreign Missions, the maintenance of 
Catholic schools, the education of priests, and similar necessary works. 
“If you have much, give much; if you have only a little, see to it that 
out of that little you give something,” as the saintly Tobias instructed 
his son. 

Fifth, generously deny yourself the full enjoyment of luxuries 
and amusements and devote the money thus saved to good works. Fair- 
ly large sums can be realized every year by retrenching yourself in 
delicacies, smoking, cosmetics, finery, movies, pleasure trips, and what- 
ever else merely ministers to pleasure. Such sacrifice-money will earn 
you a great reward in spiritual gifts. 

Sixth, offer up many prayers and acts of self-denial with the in- 
tention of making atonement and reparation to God for the countless 
sins and outrages committed against Him incessantly by non-Christians 
and Christians alike the world over. This is one of the special ob- 
‘ects of devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

(Rev. F.J.R.) To be continued 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Little Lovers’ League 
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EAR Little Lovers, have you ever had the thrill 
of finding a fine, big chocolate bunny waiting 
for you on Easter morning? With floppy ears, 
and a bright yellow ribbon round his neck, he 
looked as if he might be ready to burst right 
out of his fluffy white wrappings. Then you 
took the first delicious bite—and what a dis- 
appointment! He was hollow, just a chocolate 
shell that crumbled when you tried to eat it! 

If you think this over you may find on Easter Sunday that all too 
often that is the kind of Lent you have offered to our dear Lord—a 
Lent of gay tinsel promises—not good, solid chocolate all the way 
through. Perhaps you began well, full of good resolutions and prom- 
ises; but six weeks seemed such a long time, the candy you gave up 
looked so tempting, and the shows that came along were just the ones 
you most wanted to see. Then before you knew it, Easter Day had 
dawned, and the Easter egg of your Lenten promises and resolves 
looked sadly hollow. 


Often this happens because we have the wrong idea about Lent. 
It seems to us, perhaps, to be a time for long faces and a list of 
“giving-ups.” Certainly, it is good to deny ourselves some small 
pleasures; it proves that we love Our Lord and want to console Him 
in His sufferings. But we can do this better in a more positive way 
— by doing something, rather than not doing things. Take, for 
example, the resolution to go to Holy Mass every day, or at least two 
or three times a week during Lent. The Mass is the most positive 
action of our day. And it is the most precious offering we can make 
to our Savior—far more precious than a hundred, indeed a hundred 
thousand, things we might undertake to give up; for the Sacrifice 
of the Mass is the selfsame Sacrifice as the one Our Lord made on 
Calvary, different only in the manner of offering. On Calvary It 
was a bloody offering, while on the altar It is an unbloody one. When 
we assist at the holy Sacrifice it is not our poor selves who thank 
God for all that He has done for us, but it is Christ, our Brother, who 
adores, thanks, makes reparation and pleads for us with His Heavenly 
Father. We are then united in His own Sacrifice, and how can this 
fail to touch His loving Heart? 
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There are many other positive ways of showing Jesus we love Him 
in an especial manner during this time. We might resolve to say 
the Stations every day—to follow Our Lord step by step, as He walks 
the blood-stained Way of the Cross in order to save us. Or we could 
promise to pray the Rosary daily, offering each Hail Mary as an act 
of devotion and sympathy to our Mother of Sorrows. Couldn’t we 
make special efforts to comfort Mary’s tender heart this Lent? If we 
think of how our own mother suffers when we are sick or in danger 
or trouble of some kind, it may help us to realize the agony Mary 
endured when her Son, her only Child, was scourged, crowned with 
thorns, nailed to a cross, and left to hang there for three terrible 
hours until He died. With His dying breath this same Son gave us 


. Mary as our Mother too, so let us stay very close to her this Lent. 


These are only a few of the ways we may choose in order to have 
something worthwhile to offer our risen Lord on Easter morning. Ask 
our Blessed Mother to help you choose the one that will be most pleas- 
ing to her Divine Son; ask her, again, to help you be faithful to the 
good work that you undertake. She will show you that Lent can be 
a wonderful time in which to grow spiritually. You may even find 
when Lent is over that you want to keep on going to Holy Mass as 
often as you can, or praying the Stations or the Rosary daily. 

This year, Lent begins on February 7, but before that, on Feb- 
ruary 2, we have the beautiful feast of the Purification, commonly 
called “Candlemas Day.” It was on this day that Mary and Joseph 
brought Jesus to the temple to present Him to His Heavenly Father, 
and offered for Him two little doves, as was the custom among the 
poorer Jewish people. Simeon at this time held the future Savior of 
the world in his aged arms, and sang his marvelous Canticle: “Now, 
O Lord, Thou dost dismiss Thy servant, according to Thy word, in 
peace...” The prophetess, Anna, too, held the holy Infant and had 
the happiness. of adoring in this helpless Babe the God she had faith- 
fully served for many, many years. 

When you look at the candles which are blessed on this feast, you 
might think of the prayer which the Church says over them, in which 
she tells us that by His command God caused “this liquid to become 
perfect wax by the labor of bees.” Now suppose you turn the prayer 
around a little and ask Jesus to help you become more perfect through 
His labor in your soul, and then get busy as bees making this Lent 
the holiest and happiest of your life! 

Practice: Pray the following ejaculation five times a day or 
oftener, and offer it to Our Lord to console Him for all He suffered. 


Aspiration: Jesus, meek and humble of Heart, make our hearts. 
like unto Thine. 
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St. Matthias, Apostle 


QO” Apostle for this month is probably not so well known to you 
as St. John, whose feast we celebrated in December, or St. 
Thomas, whom we told you about last month. As a matter of fact, St. 
Matthias, whose feast falls on February 24, is, perhaps, less well 
known to everyone, for very little is said of him either in Scripture 
or Tradition. He was one of the seventy-two disciples of Our Lord, 
and it was on the first Pentecost Day that he was raised to the rank 
of an Apostle, being chosen to replace the traitor Judas. From then 
on he was associated with the other eleven, no distinction being made 
between them. In the Acts of the Apostles the Bible tells us very sim- 
ply of the election of Matthias to the Apostolic College. When the 
brethren had gathered in the upper room, where Jesus had celebrated 
the Last Supper with His Apostles and disciples, St. Peter, their head, 


arose and addressed them, saying that it was necessary to choose a ° 


successor to Judas. One of those men who had been with Jesus and 
the Apostles from the time of His baptism by John until His ascension, 
must be made a witness, together with them, of His Resurrection. Two 
candidates were put forward as being worthy of so great an honor and 
responsibility. They were Joseph, surnamed Barsabas, called, because 
of his remarkable piety, the ‘‘Just,’’ and Matthias. The Acts continue: 
“And they prayed and said: ‘Thou, O Lord, who knowest the hearts of 
all, show which of these two Thou hast chosen to take the place in 
this ministry and apostleship from which Judas fell away to go to his 
own place.’ And they drew lots between them, and the lot fell upon 
Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven Apostles.” 


Thus St. Matthias became an Apostle. With the others, he re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit and was inflamed with the desire of saving 
souls. Tradition has it that he labored with great success in the 
Holy Land, before traveling northeast to Cappadocia and Ethiopia. 
Here, after converting many to the Faith, he suffered martyrdom. 
It is believed that he was crucified by savages who were infuriated 
at his zeal in preaching the Gospel of Christ. 

Even with the little we know about St. Matthias, we can see that 
he must have been a man of wonderful humility. It might have 
seemed to us that Joseph, the ‘‘Just,’’ would have been the logical 
one to succeed Judas; but Our Lord clearly showed that it was the 
humble Matthias that He wanted for His Apostle. With the terrible 
example of what pride can do to a man, even to a man chosen by 
Christ Himself to follow after Him, always before His eyes in the 
fate of Judas, Matthias’ humility grew daily more fervent. 


Ancient writers also tell us that St. Matthias was noted for his 
mortification, that he preached the necessity of self-denial unceasingly, 
and practiced great austerity all his life long. With these two vir- 
tues, humility and mortification, our saint laid a firm foundation for 
his rise to God; he gained the heights of sanctity through being lowly. 
Let us ask him, then, in this Lenten season to teach us how to deny 
ourselves in order to follow Christ, and how to be humble like our 
gentle Savior, whose meekness redeemed us from our sins and opened 
heaven's door to us again after pride had closed it. 
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Our agonizing Savior cries out to you this Lent. 
These Passion Booklets will help you to understand 





and console His wounded Heart. 
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ensure a well-spent Lenten season 
and a truly happy Easter. 
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Readers say of it: “a gem of a magazine!’ “‘an ex- 
cellent example of the old saying that the best things come 
in small packages; “a magazine which answers the ques- 
tions a Catholic must ask in these troubled times.” 


Subscription Price — $1.00 a year. 
$1.25 in Canada and foreign countries. 
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